CHAPTER XII-
IND0-ARYAN INFLUENCE OM TIE ANCIENT CIVILISATIONS OF
BABYLONIA AND ASSYRIA.
In the last chapter, we have related the legend of the
Fish-god (Musarus Cannes) who first taught the wild and
savage inhabitants of the coasts of the Persian Golf the
rudimentary arts of civilised life. This Fish-god, as we have
already said, undoubtedly represented a sea-faring people who
visited the coasts in early prehistoric times, and could have
been no others than the Paais of Sapta-Sindhu, and after-
wards of the Deccan, for we know of no other people in that
dim past, who were sufficiently advanced to undertake sea-
voyages. These Paws, as we have seen, were the mariners
par excellence in those ancient clays and continued as such
down to historical times. We have further seen that leaving
India, they first settled down on the fertile coasts of the
Persian Gulf as colonists, and were either accompanied or
fallowed by the Cholas. The latter were probably at first
pressed into their service as sailors and artisans or husband-
men, and went with their masters to this new colony. Other
Cholas, probably hearing excellent reports of the country
from those who returned from the voyages, followed the first
batch of immigrants and founded a colony of their own. As
we have already said, it was undoubtedly to the self-interest
of the Paais to induce a large number of the Cholas to Immi-
grate and settle in this new colony where, otherwise, they
would be in the midst of savages and find no facility for
carrying on their trade. The Cholas, having long ago learnt
the art of agriculture, naturally felt inclined to settle in this
new land where the soil was exceedingly fertile in conse-
quence of the alluvial deposits of the Tigris and the Euphrates
near their mouth* As the Cholas had been aryanised, they
probably went there with their Gods and Aryan priests, and